SUMMARY OF CONTENTS OF TIMAEUS 


BY NUMBERED SECTIONS 


. Introductory Conversation (a) 
. Introductory Conversation (b) 


The Atlantis Myth 


. Prelude. Physical science a ‘likely story’ 


Main Section I. The work of reason 


. The motive for creation: copy and model 
. The body of the world: earth, air, fire and water 
. The soul of the world: the circles of the Same and the 


Different — stars and planets 


. Time and its measurement 

. Living creatures: (a) the gods 

. Living creatures: (b) the human soul and body 
. Composition and destiny of the human soul 

. The confusion consequent on the human soul’s 


embodiment 


. The human body: head and limbs 
. The eyes and vision: sleep, dreams and mirror- 


images 


. Subordinate causes and intelligent purpose 


Main Section II. The work of necessity 


. Reason and necessity 
. The receptacle of becoming 
. The names fire, air, water, earth indicate differences 


of quality not substance 


. The receptacle in itself characterless 
. The forms and the difference between opinion and 


knowledge 


. Form, Copy, and Receptacle or Space 
. The primitive chaos 
. The four elements and the regular solids 


Construction of the solids 


. Assignment of the solids to the elements: the 


elementary particles 
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PLATO 


. The process of transformation 

. The basic triangles of more than one size 

. The process of transformation unceasing 

. Varieties and compounds of the four elements 


(a) Fire and air 

(b) Water 

(c) Mixtures of water 

(d) Varieties and mixtures of earth 


. The physical basis of sensation 


(a) Tactile qualities 


. Pleasure and pain 


(b) Tastes 
(c) Smells 
(d) Sounds 
(e) Colours 
Main Section III. Reason and necessity working 
together 


. The work of the subordinate gods 
. The mortal parts of the soul, and the bodily organs 


associated with them 


. The main structure of the human frame 


The marrow 


. Bone, sinew, flesh; skin, hair, nails 

. Plants 

. Digestion and respiration 

. (a) The fish-trap 

. (b) Circular thrust 

. Normal growth and decay 

. Diseases of the body 

. (a) Due to lack of balance between the elements 
. (b) Diseases of ‘secondary formations’ 

. (c) Diseases caused by breath, phlegm and bile 

. (d) Note on fevers 

. Diseases of the mind 

. The balance of mind and body 

. Physical fitness 

. Fitness of mind 

. The sexes: women, birds, animals, reptiles and fish 
. Conclusion 
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